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Laker F.U.N. Directory of Officers, 2000-10 

 
President:  Connie Flood  429-8775 
Vice Pres.: Kathy Quatrochi 429-0861 
Secretary:  Jann Sullivan  428-0685 
Treasurer: Cindy Adent  428-5276 
 

Current Events & Contacts 
 
3rd Gr. Mothers’ Day Mass:  5/6, 9:30am, ES 
Hidden Pointe Mom/Son Event:5/8, 10-noon 
     Chair: Angela Harding  428-7089 
Scholastic Book Fair:   5/10-14, ES 
 Chair:  Jan Mathews  429-0227 
May Crowning Mass:   5/13, 9:30am, ES 
Laker F.U.N. Meeting:   5/13, 6:30pm, ES 
Field Day, PS-Gr. 2:    5/25, 12-2:30, ES 
Field Day, Gr. 3-5:    5/26, 8:30-11:30 
Used Uniform Sale:    6/2, 7:30-7:30, ES 
Market Day:           monthly orders 
     Chair:  Tracy Glotzbach:      428-8256 
SCRIP:                           year-round 
     Business Office:                   983-5529 
Sunshine Committee:        
     Heather Chapman:             556-9395 
Welcoming Committee:   
     Dot McNerney:                  556-9667 
LMC Fund-Raising & Alumni  Coordinator: 
     Chris Glendening:                 429-0227, Ext. 16 

Laker F.U.N.  News & Events 
 
Preschool mom, Angela Harding has booked 
Hidden Pointe in Benton Harbor for the Mom & 
Son F.U.N. event on May 8th, from 10am-noon.  
The $10/family cost gives access to all the park 
activities.  The park will be “Lakers Only” from 10-
11am, and then opens to the public.  Angela and 
crew will be on hand to snap shots to chronicle the 
mom-n-son fun.  If you missed the registration note, 
contact Angela at 428-7089 or e-mail her at 
hardingpoll@yahoo.com. 
 
Talk about a race to the finish—Field Days will cap 
a year of Laker F.U.N. events for the students.  
Chairing the Preschool-Grade 2 Field Day on 
May 25th are Gretchen Busch (556-9909) and 
Mimi Stockton.  Returning with her clipboards and 
whistles to run the Gr. 3-5 outing on May 26th is 
Tricia Salvano (429-4938).  Give Gretchen or 
Tricia a call if you can help out on either day. 
 
The last Laker F.U.N. membership meeting will 
be on Thursday, May 13th in the Library, 
beginning with some social time at 6:30 followed 
by the business meeting.  All parents are invited to 
join us as we finalize this year’s business and lay 
the groundwork for 2010-2011.     
 
 

 

LMC Administrative Contacts:  
 

Mr. Berlin, Executive Director & MS/HS Principal: 
jberlin@lmclakers.org       983-2511 

 

Mr. Heath, Assistant Principal &  Athletic Director: 
       gheath@lmclakers.org   983-3154 
 

Mrs. Maher, Elementary School Principal:  
       catholicprincipal@yahoo.com 429-0227 
 

Mrs. Payovich, Director of Business Services:   
       cpayovich@lmclakers.org  983-5529 
 

Mr. Russell Cutter, President, CCEC: 
              ndfan1964@yahoo.com 
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Join the students and staff of 

Lake Michigan Catholic Elementary 
as we honor the Blessed Mother 

and welcome the 2 nd Graders 
as new communicants at Mass. 



Elementary Essentials from Mrs. Maher 
 
Congratulations to Mrs. Peggy Hanley, Mrs. Barb 
Grundy and Mrs. Karin Fields  who were awarded 
the Elizabeth Ann Seton Professional Development 
Award.  Bishop Paul J. Bradley created this first-
ever diocesan educator award. The St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Professional Development Awards, 
sponsored by the Diocese of Kalamazoo, are 
designed to honor outstanding educators and aid in 
their ongoing professional development through the 
award of monetary grants to groups and individuals. 
 
The grant, written by Mrs. Hanley, awards $1000 
for a school-wide program which she, Mrs. Grundy 
and Mrs. Fields will use to attend a workshop on 
Handwriting Without Tears.  This program is a 
developmentally sound and research-based method 
of teaching children the initial lessons in 
handwriting that will lay the groundwork for future 
success. 
 
As the end of the year approaches, please make sure 
you take the time to read the calendar and teachers’ 
weekly newsletters carefully, and visit the school’s 
website (www.lmclakers.org) often as we have a 
busy ending to our school year!  It is fun-filled and 
action-packed!  Please return field trip permission 
slips in a timely manner since students will not be 
allowed to make phone calls home to get last 
minute signatures. 
 
Spring has sprung, and as much as we are enjoying 
the renewed energy of the students after our “long 
winter’s nap,” that energy needs to be trained upon 
all that is yet to be accomplished in the classrooms. 
 

Summer Enrichment at Sarett 
 

During the school year, teachers take full advantage 
of the programs offered by Sarett Nature Center.  
Though it is a familiar destination to our students, 
there is always a new experience to be had with 
Sarett’s naturalists and the ever-changing calendar 
of activities.   
 
This summer, over 40 enrichment classes will be 
offered.  How do Muckin’ in the Mud, Lucky 
Ladybugs, and Funky Feet sound?  What about 
learning to kayak?  These and dozens of other age-
leveled classes are on the roster.  Call the center at 
927-4832 or go to www.sarett.com to find out what 
adventures are waiting. 

S.C.E.N.E. Auction Wrap Up  
 

Our school was host to hundreds of friends and 
supporters of Catholic education at the S.C.E.N.E. 
Auction held April 16th and 17th.  Friday’s 
attendance was up, and 260 dinner guests attended 
Saturday’s event.  Over both nights, $100,000 was 
raised from the silent and oral auctions, and raffles.  
Sincere thanks go to everyone who attended, and to 
our donors and volunteers—all of your efforts help 
fulfill the school’s mission. 

 
S.C.E.N.E. Raffle Winners 

 
Though the students are the ultimate beneficiaries 
of the S.C.E.N.E. Auction, there were several lucky 
winners among the guests on Friday and Saturday. 
 

·  Chateau Chantal Trip Raffle:  Cindy Birk 
·  Flamin’ Hot Grill Raffle: Joie Nitz 
·  Pick-A-Prize (Friday):  Sara Duris 
·  Pick-A-Prize (Saturday):  Kathleen Morris 
·  Heads or Tails 50/50 Game:  Amy Scott 
·  $10,000 Raffle:   

$10,000:  Patrice Schroeder 
$1,000:  Roger & MaryAnne Zilke 
$500:  Bryce Boothby 

 
Returnable Bottle Drive for Laker Cheer 

 
LMC Varsity Cheerleaders are collecting returnable 
bottles to raise funds toward summer cheer and 
stunt camp to learn new skills for the 2010-11 
season.  Drop boxes are located at the elementary 
and middle-high school buildings through the last 
day of school. 
 
When you send bottles to school, keep an eye out 
for Coca-Cola products—all those product codes 
can be entered at www.mycokerewards.com and 
donated to LMCES right on the site.  

 
Market Day in May 

 
Thanks to everyone who supported our April 
Market Day® sale.  In May, shoppers receive a 
FREE 4-pack of ¼ lb burgers with a minimum order 
of $50. It’s also "Free-quent" Buyer® Program 
Redemption Month.  Those who have qualified and 
order $40 of products in May will receive a FREE 
Mite ‘N’ Mighty Step Stool.  Thinking ahead to 
summer snacking, there are great savings on 
favorite varieties of cookie dough, so stock up now! 



Preschool with Mrs. Grundy,  
Mrs. Hanley & Mrs. Cutter  

 
Our 3-year-old Preschoolers have been learning 
about Jesus and the new life he gave us.  As we 
discovered the new life springing up around us, we 
painted blossoms on trees.  We made turtle mosaics 
and paper plate fish while learning about the many 
woodland animals God put on our beautiful Earth.  
We also discovered different ways we can help care 
for our Earth by making litterbug bags, planting 
flowers on our playground, and taking home white 
pine seedlings to plant by our homes.  The school 
year is going so quickly but we still have time to 
learn about our favorite zoo animals, and we look 
forward to making very special Mother’s Day gifts.    
 
The 4-year-old Preschoolers greeted spring with a 
trip to Sarett Nature Center, where we heard about 
all kinds of woodland animals, and observed many 
of them in their natural habitats.  Back in the 
classroom we learned how to reduce, reuse and 
recycle in order to protect the earth we share with 
these animals.  We celebrated Earth Day by 
planting flowers on our playground. 
 
Here’s an accomplishment to sing about—we have 
completed our ZooPhonics program, and learned all 
our letter sounds from Allie Alligator to Zeke the 
Zebra.  We've enjoyed learning and growing 
together this year, and are looking forward to our 
year-end picnic on May 28th.  End of the alphabet, 
end of the year, yet many beginnings to come. 
 

Junior Kindergarten with Mrs. Fields 
 
As we continue through the Easter season, the signs 
of renewed life have kept the promise and joy of 
Easter on our minds.  We had an absolutely 
gorgeous day for our final field trip of the year to 
Sarett.  We learned about mammals, birds, reptiles 
and amphibians. Many examples of each class of 
animal were presented, and we learned all about 
migration and hibernation. Our nature walk allowed 
us to see several of the animals that have returned to 
our “backyard” or have come out of their winter 
sleep.  It was fun to see the turtles basking on the 
logs at the pond.   
 
The children are learning computer skills while 
making some very creative projects.  This also helps 
them learn to follow multi-step directions, explore 
cause and effect, and encourages problem-solving 
in the “you can’t break it” environment of different 
computer programs.  That growing confidence will 
make the transition to Kindergarten much easier—
an exciting time that is just a few months away 
 
Kindergarten with Mrs. Kuehn & Mrs. Mills 

 
Our Junior Achievement Program finished up with 
a field trip to Dairy Queen where we toured the 
facility and enjoyed lunch followed by an ice cream 
treat for dessert.  Our thanks go to Mrs. Mimi 
Stockton and Mrs. Tami Brandt  for leading us 
over the past 7 weeks, teaching us to save money 
and plant a garden of sticker vegetables. 
 
While the sticker gardens grew, candidates for a 
real garden were springing up in the classrooms.  
Bean plants, grown as a part of our Science unit, 
were taken home before spring break, and some are 
waiting to be transplanted into home gardens as 
soon as the weather, particularly the nights, stay 
warm enough.  Science marches on, and we are 
moving right along with it as we begin 
Kindergarten in Motion, our last Science unit of the 
school year. 
 
Though teachers and students are working hard on 
tasks at hand, we need to plan for the end of the 
year field trip to South Bend’s Potowatami Zoo.  
The trip is scheduled for June 1st, so parents mark 
your calendars now if you plan on attending.  

 



1st Grade with Mrs. Petsovich & Mrs. Faris 
 
March and April have been very busy months for 
Rooms 1 and 4!  Lent was spent remembering our 
promises to Jesus and His suffering on the cross for 
us.  Our Stations of the Cross booklets helped us to 
understand the true meaning of Good Friday, Holy 
Saturday and Easter Sunday.  We were happy when 
Easter came and we could rejoice and sing 
“Alleluia” once more.   
 
We are well into the grand finale of 1st Grade and 
our New Life unit.  Each room has twelve eggs in 
incubators that are expected to hatch around May 
18th.  The children are counting down the days to 
experience new life up close and personal!  We will 
chart the development of the chicks each day as we 
carefully use our math skills to keep the temperature 
and humidity in check.  Other New Life themes 
were bugs, baby animals, plants, and even 
dandelions! 
 
We thank Mrs. Suzie Lothschutz and Mr. Kevin 
Cordes for being our Junior Achievement 
volunteers. The children looked forward to their 
presentations each week with stickers, maps and all 
the manipulatives that were used to show how a 
community works together, and the difference 
between needs and wants in our lives. 
 
Our last field trip of the year will be to Dutch 
Village in Holland, Michigan on June 1st.  We also 
look forward to our 1st Grade Book Show when all 
of our collaborative books will be on display to 
share with our families and friends on June 2nd. 
 

2nd Grade with Mr. Deja & Mrs. Fish 
 
Everyone returned from Spring Break with smiles 
on their faces and plenty of stories to tell.  We are 
ready for the home stretch in the 4th Quarter.  
 
In the coming weeks, the 2nd Grade class celebrates 
the Sacraments of Reconciliation along with the 
excitement of receiving First Holy Communion. 
Everyone is anxious about our upcoming May 
Crowning Mass.  It truly is a special day for every 
2nd Grader, and a chance to be proud of everything 
they have accomplished.  A big thank you also goes 
out to Mrs. Peggy Gallagher for all the help this 
year as we prepared for this wonderful occasion. 
 

continued 

The final segment in our science kits is underway, 
and it seems we have saved the best for last.  We 
have just started Plant Life, and the kids are really 
“digging it.” We have dug into the different parts of 
plant, and have dissected seeds.  We are beginning 
to monitor the growth of the flowers in our room, 
and what they need to make them grow.  Coffee 
seems to be a great alternative to water, and the 
plants appear to enjoy their coffee in the morning 
just as much as Mr. Deja does. 
 

3rd Grade with Mrs. Bodley & Mrs. Bruder 
 
We have “sprung” into the last quarter, and are 
enjoying our many wonderful blessings from 
God…blooming flowers appearing all around the 
building, fresh green grass on the playground, and 
warm sunshine at recess and in the car line. 
 
Warmer temperatures bring swimming lessons at 
the South Shore Health & Racquet Club.  Our first 
outing was on April 23rd.  Young or old, swimming 
is one of the best ways to combine fun and fitness, 
not to mention safety since we live near a lakeside 
community.  The Friday afternoon lessons are a 
wonderful way to conclude our school week. 
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Join us to celebrate a very special Mother’s Day 
Mass!  Mark your calendar for Thursday, May 6th 
at 9:30am, for this memorable day.  This is a 
celebration for mothers and their 3rd Graders only—
no siblings, please.  We hope to see you there. 

 



4th Grade with Mrs. Binger & Mrs. Zetts  
 
Our 4th Grade has rounded third base and is heading 
for home—the end of the school year—at a fast 
clip.  We just added fractions to our bag of skills 
and have slid safely into decimals.   In Religion we 
are studying the Ten Commandments, which 
remind us to be good even if the weather makes us 
forget to work sometimes, kind of like an outfielder 
losing a pop fly in the sun.  In Science we are 
learning about energy transfer which Mrs. Binger 
says we are really good at doing, so it’s onto the big 
leagues to tinker around with the electricity kits.  In 
Social Studies we have finished our regions reports, 
and made informative quilts of resources of the 
USA that you can visit in the 4th Grade hall of fame.  
We’re battin’ 1000, and looking like mighty fine 
prospects to the 5th Grade talent scouts. 
   
Our big league learning is not over yet.  In May, 
we’ll be on an extended road trip, visiting the 
Berrien County Courthouse Museum to take part in 
a mock trial, Cook Nuclear Plant, and the 
Grossology exhibit at the Curious Kids Museum, 
followed by our track meet, and the canoe trip to 
North Lake.  Back on our home diamond, we are 
preparing for the bake sale for the preservation of 
the rainforests, the LMC Mall day in our 
classrooms, and a final Jeopardy game on June 3rd.  
We’ll be keeping our skills sharp through the 
summer season because we sure don’t want to be 
out of the game come October, when we plan on 
winning the MEAP world series. 
 

A Tribute to Heidi the Garter Snake 
 

Heidi, 20-year reptilian member of the 4th Grade 
class, slithered her last in March.  Arriving at the 
old school at Columbus and Pearl from North 
Carolina, Heidi the Garter Snake witnessed a 
significant part of LMC history, notably the move 
to the new school on Washington Ave. back in 
1990.   In spite of her reticent nature, Heidi was the 
center of attention in Mrs. Binger’s classroom. 
 
Heidi summered with many students over the 
years.  She is now in repose in a petri dish in the 
specimen box in Room 15, still providing valuable 
lessons in biology.  Heidi leaves behind her 
amphibian pal of 18 years, Newton, and new 
friend, a spider named Mateo, to continue her 
legacy of helping young Lakers understand that 
knowledge overcomes fear, and that all God's 
creatures, no matter how misunderstood, have a 
place on Earth. 

5th Grade News Briefs  
 
1st Graders Win “Pennies for Patients”  The 5th 
Graders’ big Christian Service Project this year was 
raising pennies for cancer patients.  The entire 
school collected about $900.  Congratulations to all 
the participants and especially the winning class, 
Mrs. Faris’ 1st Grade.   

 

By Arielle B., Public Affairs 
 
Earth Day ’10  On April 21st, the 5th Graders went 
to the Berrien County Youth Fairgrounds for 
Natural Resources Day.  We learned about 
amphibians and reptiles, water safety, recycling, 
and botany. We all had a blast but a nondestructive 
and earth-friendly one! 
                  

By Mia S., Science Features 
 
East Meets West at Live Video-Conferencing  
Mrs. Kurina’s class went to Berrien RESA to make 
use of their distance learning facility.  Our class had 
a live video-conference with a class in Detroit.  We 
taught poetry to the little kids.  

 

By Grant D., Technical Editor 
 
Students As Teachers with PowerPoint  On April 
20th, the 5th Graders worked in teams doing 
PowerPoint presentations to teach our Social 
Studies chapter on the Civil War and 
Reconstruction.  We had help from Mrs. Mathews 
and Mrs. LaSata. The PowerPoint projects were a 
success!        

By Erika S., Education Editor 
 
Countdown to Michigan Adventure Field Trip  
On Thursday, May 27th, the class will attend this 
amusement park filled with rides, fun, and food.  I 
am really excited to go!   

 

By Madi M., Entertainment Critic 
 
5th Graders to Graduate June 1st   The students 
are all looking forward to the big day when they 
leave the elementary school and head to middle 
school.  It will be memorable, beginning with the 
students leading the Mass for the last time as 5th 
Graders, and concluding with an evening 
celebration.  As of this publication, the school year 
has been fantastic, and we have every faith that the 
remaining month will exceed expectations.   

 

Mrs. Kurina & Mrs. LaSata, Editors in Chief 



Pack #624 News 
 

Spring has definitely sprung for the Cub Scouts of 
Pack 624.  It began early with a very successful 
Blue and Gold Banquet.  In addition to a nice Italian 
supper, all of the boys received their next 
advancement in rank.  The Pack also awarded the 
highest rank in Cub Scouting, the Arrow of Light, 
to seven Scouts.  These Scouts crossed over into the 
Boy Scout Troop that night.  So congratulations to 
our new Boy Scouts: Andrew A., Ian B., Grant D., 
Cody F., Andriejus G., Leo G. and Gardner K. . 
  
On March 27th, three representatives from the Pack 
competed in the District Pinewood Derby.  All three 
did extremely well and all came home with 
trophies!  Congratulations to:  Luke C., Andrew H. 
and Kyle J. 
  
As the school year winds down, the Pack is 
preparing for summer camp for the Cub Scouts and 
a separate camp for the Webelos Scouts. 
  
As always, if you are interested in joining Cub 
Scouting, please e-mail Chris Hubbuch at 
chubbuch@yahoo.com. 

 
Christopher Hubbuch, Scoutmaster 

Girls!  Interested in Playing Basketball? 
 
Open to all area girls, the Lady Laker Offensive 
Skills Camp is on the calendar for June 7-18 in the 
LMCES Gym.  Each session is designed to 
introduce new skills and enhance players’ abilities 
at an age appropriate level.  This camp is especially 
well suited to elementary girls who have never 
played basketball. 
  
Under the guidance of area coaches and former 
players, campers will gain a better understanding of 
the fundamentals of shooting, post work, footwork, 
fakes, body position, passing, and reading and 
reacting to defensive position. 
 
Registration forms are available through both 
school offices.  Refer questions to Coach Jarvie at 
jjarvie@lmclakers.org.  
 

Incoming Grades 4-6:  $30* 
M-F, June 7 – 11 @ 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 
M-F, June 14 – 18 @ 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 

  
Incoming Grades 7-8:  $40* 
M-F, June 7 – 11 @ 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
M-F, June 14 – 18 @ 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

  
Incoming Grades 9-12:  $50* 
M-F, June 7 – 11 @ 10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
M-F, June 14 – 18 @ 10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.   

 
*2nd child ½ price & 3rd child free 

 
 

Thank you to Mrs. Maher and the “A+” staff  
at Lake Michigan Catholic Elementary 

for many wonderful years.  We will miss you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From sponsors, Bob, Connie and Cody Flood 
who were “instrumental” in the publication 

of this edition of The Navigator 


